
 

 

 

                                 Registered Charity No 326602    
       

                     ‘’ Glass –  Flat,  Pressed  &  Floated ‘’ 

                                                    Saturday 17th October 2015 

                          The Pyramid Centre & The Warrington Museum. 

                           Palmyra Square South   Warrington WA1 1BL 

The venue for this year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) & the accompanying lectures is 
The Pyramid Centre in the Warrington Cultural Centre. We will then move to The Warrington 
Museum which is about 150 yards away to view the glass & other items. 
 
Our three guest lecturers are: Michelle Hill, The Curator of The Warrington Museum who will 
talk about the collections in the museum. 
David Wiilars, who as a mature student recently completed a MA based on glass made in 
Manchester.  
David Martlew, A glass technologist previously at Pilkingtons will present a talk on the St 
Helens Glass Industry‘.  
 
Please see more details of our speakers overleaf and travel details on a separate page. 
 
09.30 - 10.00  Arrival, registration and refreshments 
10.00 - 10.45  AGM  
10.45 - 11.15  Michelle Hill – ‘ The Warrington Museum & it’s Collections. ‘ 
11.15 - 12.00  David Willars –‘ Manchester Pressed Glass Industry & it’s origins in Warrington. 
12.00 - 12.15  Short Break   
12.15 - 13.00   David Martlew – ‘’Founded on Sand & Built of Glass ‘’ 
                                                    The St Helens Glass Industry. 
13.00 -- 14.00 Buffet Lunch. 
14.00 -- 16.00 Tour of the museum.  Local member John Slater will share the secrets of The 
Rostherne Goblet which he has generously loaned to the museum. 
   
The cost inclusive of lunch & refreshments is £ 30.00 for Glass Association and Glass Circle 
Members. 
 
Payment:  Paypal or On line.  Please e-mail pay@glassassociation.org.uk for full details and 
your invoice. The Paypal account is a business account operated by The Glass Association 
.Cheque & Post payable to ‘The Glass Association’ (using the slip below)                    
Phone: 0121 354 4100 -   E mail pay@glassassociation.org.uk  
…………………………….........…………………………………………………… 
Please return this Booking Form (AGM15) with your cheque, to:  
Maurice Wimpory 150 Braemar Road Sutton Coldfield B73 6LZ 

No. of people ………    @ £ 30.00 per person. Total £ …………. 

Title / Name …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

E mail / Phone ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

mailto:pay@glassassociation.org.uk


 

 

 

              Our Speakers. 

Michelle Hill 
Michelle Hill has a degree in Medieval and Modern History from Birmingham 
University and a Master’s Degree in Museum Studies from University College 
London.  Since 1996 she has worked in museums in a variety of roles at Quarry 
Bank Mill, National Museums Liverpool, The Museum of Hatting in Stockport and 
Wigan Pier.  She has spent the last 12 years at Warrington Museum & Art Gallery as 
Collections Access Officer.  Her role encompasses the care and management of the 
wide ranging museum collections that include fine art, decorative art, natural history, 
archaeology, ethnography, local, social and industrial history. 
 
 David Willars 
After gaining a first degree in Economics, David spent most of his working life as an 
engineer manufacturing automotive parts across Europe and the Far East. 
Approaching retirement David undertook an MA with the aim of building on a long 
standing personal interest in glass. Less than five years ago, as part of the course, 
he discovered that Manchester once had a leading decorative glass business, since 
when he has researched several related facets of this relatively unknown 
industry. His interests have covered the Victorian pressed glass of Molineaux Webb, 
Burtles & Tate, Percival Vickers, John & James Derbyshire, Andrew Ker and Thomas 
Kidd 
 
David Martlew 
After graduating in Chemistry, David took a job with Pilkington as an analyst, but 
soon developed an interest in Glass Technology.   Research at Sheffield University 
and at Pilkington led to a PhD for studies of the high temperature chemical reactions 
occurring in the melting of glass raw materials.   For close on forty years he worked 
in research on aspects of large glassmaking furnaces.  Now retired, his glass interest 
majors on the history and heritage aspects of glassmaking, not only the furnaces but 
also the forming technologies and the application of the glassmakers' skills 
evidenced in the many ecclesiastical stained glass windows still to be seen in this 
country and around the world 
 
John Slater 
John trained as a botanist gaining a PhD from Nottingham University before 
embarking on a career with ICI. He retired & moved to the North West where he 
persued a long standing interest in English Glass with a focus on The Warrington 
Glass Industry. 
 

Travelling to the museum – Please see the attached directions. 


